BIRTHS AND DEATHS
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land and Wales, in which 79*5 per cent, of its population lived,
carried 618 persons per square mile.
The next accompanying table shows for the United Kingdom
the continued development in regard to births and deaths.1 The
noticeable points are again the gradual but uninterrupted fall
of the birth-rate, due to the spread of birth-control, and the fall
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of the death-rate, which in some years more than balanced it.
The diminution of deaths at this stage occurred chiefly among
young children. For a great part of the nineteenth century the
infantile death-rate had been stationary. In each of the three
decades which together bridge 1841-70, it averaged 154 per
thousand; and the fluctuations between were not very great.
But in the decade 1901-10 the average dropped to 127, and in
the last year of it the figure was 105. To save life at infancy's
end was the best numerical compensation for a falling birth-
rate, since it did not upset the age-composition of the popula-
tion. But from the eugenic point of view the compensation was
imperfect; for the babies saved were, broadly speaking, those
of the weaker stocks in the population, while the babies unborn
were those of the stronger. Some figures published in 1907
emphasized the last point. The Hearts of Oak Friendly Society,
then the largest centralized provident society in Britain, had a
membership of 272,000 men recruited all over the kingdom from
the thriftiest class of better-paid artisans, skilled mechanics, and
small shopkeepers. It paid a 6lying-in benefit' for each confine-
ment of a member's wife. From 1866 to 1880 the proportion
of lying-in claims to membership had risen slowly from 2,176
per 10,000 to 2,472. From 1881 to 1904it continuously declined,
till in the last year it touched i, 165—a drop of over 52 per cent.2
Apparently in this large sample of the thriftiest working-class
stocks the birth-rate during twenty-four years had been halved,
1 See above, pp. 103-4, 270-2.
3 Sidney Webb (Lord Passfield), The Decline in the Birth Rate (1907)* 6-7.

